3.2 Area Noise Levels

An area or location is considered a noise hazard if sound levels are regularly at, or above, 85 dBA. 



TABLE 1: EQUIVALENT NOISE EXPOSURES

	Duration per Day (hours)
	Maximum Permissible Exposure Durations for Noise without Hearing Protection (Continuous or Intermittent Noise) *

	16 
	82 

	8 
	85 

	4 
	88 

	2 
	91 

	1 
	94 

	1/2 
	97 

	1/4 
	100 

	1/8 
	103 

	0 
	106 


* Based on a 3 dB exchange rate 



TABLE 2: IMPACT NOISE 

	Sound Level (dB)
	Maximum Number of Impacts/ 8 hour Day

	>140
	0 

	140 
	100 

	130 
	1,000 

	120 
	10,000 


