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Need to know more about Open Educational Resources (OER)? There is currently a lot of buzz about 

OER. Educators being compelled by the argument for using existing OER and releasing their own 

materials with an open licence. As a result, the number of resources being shared under an open 

licence has increased exponentially. In May 2017, Creative Commons estimated that there were 1.4 

billion open resources. But, what exactly are OER and do they live up to the hype?  

 

In the following topics, we will explain the concept and help you understand OER. These OER topics 
have been divided into two tracks designed to support different orientations: 

 
Aimed at people who will be interacting with OER directly, such as course and materials 
developers, teachers and lecturers, who are essentially OER users. These topics aim to 
provide skills to find, evaluate, adapt and distribute OER. 
 
 

 

Aimed at people who are interested in OER as a movement and are wanting to investigate 
how best to encourage the growth of local, national, and regional communities of practice. 
This would include policy makers, education support staff, and researchers. Topics here 
focus on changing patterns of use, identifying exemplary OER initiatives, developments in 
open licensing, and adoption rates for African academics and institutions. 

 

The tracks provide a suggested route through the topics, but you can work through both tracks in 
whatever way suits your needs best. 
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There are many definitions for OER but, we have settled on: 

ΨOpen Educational Resources are teaching, 
learning, and research resources that reside 
in the public domain or have been released 
under an intellectual property licence that 
permits their free use and repurposing by 
others. OER include full courses, course 
materials, modules, textbooks, streaming 
videos, tests, software, and any other tools, 
materials, or techniques used to support 
access to knowledgeΩΦ1 

 

Note the emphasis is ours, as we feel strongly that OER should: 

¶ be free 
¶ not require permission to use 
¶ allow new users to adapt and find new ways to use resources 

If used correctly, OER can make a significant contribution to advancing the principles of open 
learning (although many people in the OER community make the mistake of assuming that OER and 
ƻǇŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ΨƻǇŜƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ are similar concepts). Open learning is an approach to all 
education that enables as many people as possible to take advantage of affordable and meaningful 
educational opportunities throughout their lives through: sharing expertise, knowledge, and 
resources; reducing barriers and increasing access; and acknowledging diversity of context.  OER can 
play a significant role in bringing this idea to life. In African higher education, this is a compelling 
reason to engage with OER. 

  

                                                
 
1 Hewlett Foundation, OER Defined, http://www.hewlett.org/strategy/open-educational-resources/.  

http://www.hewlett.org/strategy/open-educational-resources/
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Selecting a Track or Specific Topic  
Use the image map below and select either one of the tracks or, if you prefer, individual topics.  
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1] Benefits and Challenges of OER 
What is the value proposition of OER? In this topic, we will investigate both the benefits and 
challenges of using OER. 

Benefits 

In the introduction, we mentioned that OER should be considered a subset of a broader term, open 
learning. Key open learning principles include: 
¶ Learners are provided with opportunities and capacity for lifelong learning. 
¶ Learning processes centre on the learners and the contexts of learning, build on their 

experience and encourage active engagement leading to independent and critical thinking. 
¶ Learning provision is flexible, allowing learners to increasingly determine where, when, what 

and how they learn, as well as the pace at which they will learn. 
¶ Prior learning and experience is recognized wherever possible; arrangements for credit 

transfer and articulation between qualifications facilitate further learning. 
¶ Providers create the conditions for a fair chance of learner success through learner support, 

contextually appropriate resources and sound pedagogical practices. 
¶ These principles should be applied to develop meaningful educational opportunities, 

regardless of the 'mode of delivery' used. Sometimes learners do not enjoy proximity to 
conventional learning centres, or if they do have access to classes and courses near to the 
place where they live, they may be working, or have family responsibilities which render 
them unable to attend fixed face-to-face classes at a centralised venue. Or, they may simply 
prefer to study in their own environment, at their own pace. To provide access for these 
learners, education programmes should be designed using open learning principles. 

 

The use of OER can support implementation of the principles of open learning if used creatively and 
thoughtfully. After all, OERs: 
¶ are free 
¶ are digital, allowing access via the internet, and are not geographically bound 
¶ can be adapted allowing others to repurpose for new uses 
¶ provide access to huge amounts of data and information via OER repositories and search 

tools 
¶ can, if structured carefully, offer students the ability to study at their own pace 

 
The two lists above shows how OER can support open learning. However, OER can be harnessed to 
support any model of education and the benefits can be experienced by all educators.  

Examples of the potential benefits offered by OER, drawn from the OER Africa database, include: 

https://www.oerafrica.org/search/site
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¶ Bunda College of Agriculture Communication Skills textbook, created by adapting and 
combining a number of OER to produce a free student textbook. 

¶ Kamuzu College of Nursing Counseling by Caregivers, Nurses and Midwives, a course 
developed by adapting OER to work for a Malawian context. 

¶ United States International University (USIU) Agribusiness Course, created by different 
faculties pooling their expertise to support Kenyan farmers in becoming entrepreneurs by 
openly licensing their various contributions. 

Challenges 

Despite the noble intentions described above, using OER is not always straightforward. There are 
various challenges that face practitioners when it comes to harnessing OER. Frustrations for users of 
OER often include: 

¶ Sourcing appropriate OER ς This is an issue because there is no single repository for OER. 
They are scattered across the internet. (To find ways around this problem, see Topic 3.) 

¶ Understanding open licences ς Not everyone is familiar with Creative Commons open 
licences and what they permit. (To overcome this problem, see Topic 2.)  

¶ Adaptation of OER requires new skills ς To adapt and repurpose OER, the practitioner 
needs practice in revising and remixing resources, in addition to basic ICT skills. 

¶ Traditional mindsets ς Many educators are uncomfortable or feel it is wrong to use other 
people's work and they choose to protect, rather than share, their own resources. 

¶ Access to ICT ς Robust internet connectivity and good access to ICT are essential to access 
and adapt OER (even when the intention is to supply these resources to students in printed 
form). 

¶ Incentives ς Universities seldom incentivize course creation, so many educators spend 
relatively little time preparing their materials due to competing priorities.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ h9w !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘutions, we have often been confronted with these 
frustrations. See this report from our archive, based on experiences in Malawi, particularly the 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ψ[Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ [ŜŀǊƴŜŘΩΣ which highlights key challenges. 

 
 
 

(i) Taking into account the challenges mentioned above, ascertain the state of readiness of 
your institution to engage with OER. You can use this OER Institutional Analysis template 
to assist in this exercise with a representative group from your institution.  

(ii) Which benefits mentioned above relate to your context? 
 

 

  

http://oerafrica.org/resource/communication-skills-textbook-pdf
http://www.oerafrica.org/FTPFolder/Website%20Materials/Health/KCN-Health-OER/index.html)
http://www.oerafrica.org/FTPFolder/Agshare/Agribusiness/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/about/
https://creativecommons.org/about/
http://oerafrica.org/system/files/8897/unima-layoutfinallr_0.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=8897
http://dev1.oerafrica.org/sites/default/files/OER%20Institutional%20Analysis%20workshop%20document%20v02.docx
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2] Conditions and Permissions 
We return to the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation (2016) OER definition provided in the 
introduction and unpack the implications of the statement with respect to realizing the related 
conditions and permissions. 

ΨOpen Educational Resources are teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public 
domain or have been released under an intellectual property licence that permits their free use and 
repurposing by others. OER include full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming 
videos, tests, software, and any other tools, materials, or techniques used to support access to 
knowledge.Ω 

Why Open Licensing? 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψƛntellectual property licencŜΩ may sound daunting, but the concept and practice of sharing 
OER using an open licence is an advantage as it provides resource creators with control over how 
their work is accessed, used, and disseminated by others. This is important to academics at higher 
education institutions ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻƴ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ όƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΩύ 
intellectual property rights, while sharing their work with others. 

The most common form of legally sharing your own educational resources openly is to use the 
Creative Commons framework of licences. The organization Ψprovides free, easy-to-use copyright 
licences to make a simple and standardized way to give the public permission to share and use your 
creative work ς on ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ. So, we need to understand these licences to apply 
them to our own work and to find out if and how we may use the work of others.  

What are the Creative Commons licences and how do I 
recognize them? 

CC licence permissions are made up of one or more component conditions: 

 

Attribution (BY) You require that others who use your work in any way must attribute it ς that 
is, must reference the work, giving you credit for it ς the way you request, but not in a way that 
suggests you endorse them or their use of the work. If they want to use your work without 
giving you credit or for endorsement purposes, they must obtain your permission first. 

 

Non-Commercial (NC) You permit others to copy, distribute, display, perform, and (unless you 
have chosen No Derivatives) modify and use your work for any purpose other than 
commercially. If they want to use your work commercially, they must obtain your permission 
first. 

 

No Derivative Works (ND) You permit others to copy, distribute, display and perform only 
original copies of your work. If they want to modify your work, they must obtain your 
permission first. 

 

Share Alike (SA) You permit others to copy, distribute, display, perform, and modify your work, 
provided they distribute any modified work on the same licence terms. If they want to distribute 
modified works under other terms, they must obtain your permission first. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/


 
 

8 
 

 

Some of these conditions can be used in conjunction with each other and some are mutually 
exclusive. For example, if you are not allowed to modify an OER (ND), then there is no relevance to 
the sharing condition (SA). 

 

 

Image Source: Creative Commons 

The above diagram shows some valid licence combinations as depicted by Creative Commons, 
ranging from most open (free cultural work) to least open (most restrictive).  

The CC licences on the OER you create or find should then incorporate and display the conditions, 
using the appropriate CC logo for easy recognition, as shown below. 

 

Image source: Creative Commons  

  

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/freeworks/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/freeworks/
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[ŜǘΩǎ illustrate, using an open video resource: 

 

Creative Commons Licences Explained 2011 (5.32 min) 

 

An informative CC licensing document is available on the 
OER Africa database: OER Copyright and Licensing Toolkit.  

This toolkit is aimed at higher education stakeholders who 

are working with OER. It explains copyright and describes 

the different licensing options available to the 

author/creator of a work. Whether you are wanting to 

license your own work or are tasked with clearing 

copyrighted documents, you will find comprehensive 

information about the basic concepts in copyright and 

licensing, the types of open licences that exist, and tools 

and techniques to provide support. 

 
 
 

Permissions 

What do all these open resources mean for us in terms of use? Essentially there is a group of 
permissions to guide us. David Wiley has clarified this for the OER community by developing what he 

has termed the ΨрwǎΩ ƻŦ hǇŜƴ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ h9w. This is a framework of permitted activities when 
working with OER under the CC licence conditions:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZvJGV6YF6Y&index=4&list=PLWZ0HETZsWsN2h70E3MFCUQD1kh59wTxt
https://oerafrica.org/system/files/9320/oer-copyright-and-licensing-toolkitweb01july2012low-res.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=9320%20
https://youtu.be/fveyUVydBWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZvJGV6YF6Y&index=4&list=PLWZ0HETZsWsN2h70E3MFCUQD1kh59wTxt


 
 

10 
 

 

Retain ς the right to make, own, and control copies of the content  

Reuse ς the right to use the content in a wide range of ways (e.g., in a class, in a study group, on a website, 
in a video)  
Revise ς the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content itself (e.g., translate the content into another 
language)  
Remix ς the right to combine the original or revised content with other open content to create something 
new (e.g., incorporate the content into a mashup)  

Redistribute ς the right to share copies of the original content, your revisions, or your remixes with others 
(e.g., give a copy of the content to a friend)  

 

Below is a short video summary of these permissions: 
 

 

ΨрwǎΩ ƻŦ hǇŜƴ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ h9w (0.27 min) 

 

 
 

 
(i) Do you need any clarification around open licensing? See Creative Commons licensing for 

more detailed explanations of the Creative Commons licences. 
(ii) Are you clear on what the permissions involve? 
 

https://youtu.be/fveyUVydBWE
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://youtu.be/fveyUVydBWE
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3] How to find OER 
Where do you find OER? There is not an online Ψone-stop shopΩ for OER, no single repository where 
they are stored. Instead they are scattered across the internet, often stored within institutional 
repositories or organizational websites. If you are going to use OER, then you need to know how 
best to search for them and identify where relevant resources for your particular discipline are most 
likely to be found. In this topic, we will investigate OER search techniques.  

Search Techniques 

There are a few dedicated web tools designed to find OER.  

Dedicated Search Tools 

Several search engines exist that are designed to search specifically for OER.  

¶ CC Search is a customizable search engine designed and hosted by Creative Commons that offers 
image, media, video, music, and web content search tools.  

¶ OER Commons can be used to find free-to-use teaching and learning content from around the 
world. It also provides tools to organize high school lessons, and college courses based around core 
OER. OER Commons also hosts an OER Evaluation Toolkit. 

¶ OER Africa has a searchable database that focuses specifically on OER generated by African 
contributors. 

 

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ, which allows the 
user to adjust the usage rights field to receive results that include only openly licensed resources. If 
you would like to improve your searching techniques, the Google Power Searching self-paced online 
courses are recommended, as they provide a quick and effective path to learn new tips and tricks. 
The example below takes you through the steps required to filter results according to licence. 

https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/
http://achieve.org/files/AchieveOERRubrics.pdf
http://www.oerafrica.org/findoer
http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com/
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Google Advanced Search 

Google is one of the most commonly used search engines in the world, but did you know you can use 
Google to find Creative Commons (CC) licensed content? Using Google Advanced Search, you are able to 
search for CC material by keyword and refine your results to show only material available under certain CC 
licences.  

 

Step 1: Start a Google Advanced Search.   
!ŎŎŜǎǎ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ōȅ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ www.google.com/advanced_search into the 
address bar on your web browser or use the link above.  
 

 
 

Step 2: Filter results based on what you want to do. By default, Google search results are not filtered by 
ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƻ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ǎŀƎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ last editable item on the page. 
Select the option from this menu that is appropriate to your needs. All CC licences grant the user the right to 
use and distribute the licensed content. Therefore, if you select the Ψfree to use or shareΩ option, your search 
will return content available under any of the CC licences.  
 
If you restrict the results to material that can be used commercially, you will exclude content under a 
NonCommercial licence (e.g. Attribution-NonCommercial, Attribution-NonCommercial-Share Alike or 
Attribution-NonCommercial-No Derivative Works). Likewise, selecting the Ψfree to use share or modifyΩ 
option will return results that you can legally remix (i.e. that do not have the No Derivative Works 
restriction). If you select Ψfree to use, share or modify, even commerciallyΩ, you will only return results 
under the two CC licences that allow both adaptation and commercial use (i.e. Attribution and Attribution-
Share Alike).  
 
Step 3Υ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎΦ 9ƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 
{ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ // ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ 
Advanced search page to refine your search even further. For example, you can search for CC within a site or 
domain, or in a specific language, or in a specific file format.  
 

!ŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨHow to find Creative Commons materials using Google for Teachers and StudentsΩ // .¸ 

 

http://www.google.com/advanced_search
http://www.smartcopying.edu.au/open-education/creative-commons/creative-commons-information-pack-for-teachers-and-students/how-to-find-creative-commons-materials-using-google
http://www.google.com/advanced_search
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You can view a video on OER Search Techniques: 

 

 
Video Summary: OER Search Techniques (9.13 min) 

 

 

Image source: www.coerll.utexas.edu 

https://youtu.be/EV4K-V2cHYk
http://www.coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/sites/coerll.utexas.edu.coerll/files/Finding-OER-Infographic.pdf
https://youtu.be/EV4K-V2cHYk
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Well-known Repositories 

 
The following list identifies useful repositories where 
you can look for OER. It is worth familiarizing yourself 
with the different types of OER offered by each 
repository. 

Open Courseware (OCW) 

Some well-known institutions that offer open courses are: 

¶ Massachusetts Institute of Technology Open Courseware  
¶ Open Michigan  
¶ John Hopkins School of Public Health 
¶ Class Central Nottingham Trent University (NTU) Open Courses (requires login) 
¶ Open Yale 

Open Repositories with an African Focus 

¶ OER Africa 
¶ African Virtual University 
¶ National Open University of Nigeria 
¶ Kwame Nkrumah University of Science Technology OCW 
¶ University of Cape Town Open UCT 
¶ AgShare 
¶ African Health OER Network  
¶ African Teacher Education Network  
¶ Teacher Education in Sub-Saharan Africa (TESSA) 
¶ University of Western Cape School of Public Health 
¶ University of South Africa (Unisa) Open 

OER Short Courses/Resources 

¶ The Open University UK ς OpenLearn 
¶ Saylor Academy 
¶ Khan Academy 

Creative Commons hosts a comprehensive list of repositories for specific resources and media types. 

  

http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://open.umich.edu/
http://ocw.jhsph.edu/
https://www.class-central.com/university/nottingham
http://oyc.yale.edu/
http://www.oerafrica.org/
https://oer.avu.org/
http://nouedu.net/courseware
http://websys.knust.edu.gh/oer/pages/
https://open.uct.ac.za/
http://www.oerafrica.org/agshare/oer
http://www.oerafrica.org/healthoer/
http://oerafrica.org/teachered
http://www.tessafrica.net/home
http://www.uwcsoph.co.za/index.php/resources/open-education-resources
http://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Unisa-Open
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/
http://www.saylor.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/education-oer/education-oer-resources/
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(i) Are these searching tips sufficient for you to have located open educational resources 

relevant for your discipline? Try out the Power Searching with Google course and/or some 
of the steps recommended. 

(ii) Make a list of repositories that you have found most useful for your course areas. 
 

 

  

http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com/
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4] Fit for Purpose 
When we have identified an OER of interest, what steps do we need to take to ensure that it is 
appropriate for our context and is of suitable quality for our purpose?  
 

You should take the same steps that you do to ensure that any learning resource you want to use is 
fit for purpose, regardless of how open or closed its licence is. The process of ensuring the quality of 
our learning resources should be revisited from time to time and would include using institutional 
quality assurance processes for courses, as well as our own evaluation of individual resources.  

Evaluating Resources 

One way of ascertaining fitness for purpose is by using an evaluation toolkit provided by the Achieve 
organization. This tool is hosted at OER Commons and the evaluation system comprises eight rubrics 
addressing various aspects of quality that are appropriate to an open learning resource. 
 

The following rubrics are included in the evaluation toolkit: 

¶ Rubric I: Degree of Alignment to Standards 

¶ Rubric II: Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter 

¶ Rubric III: Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching 

¶ Rubric IV: Quality of Assessment  

¶ Rubric V: Quality of Technological Interactivity 

¶ Rubric VI: Quality of Instructional Tasks and Practice Exercises 

¶ Rubric VII: Opportunities for Deeper Learning   

¶ Rubric VIII: Assurance of Accessibility  

 

The Common Core Alignment and OER Evaluation Tool is found on all Resource Pages in OER 
Commons. You can use the tool to align appropriate resources to the Common Core State Standards 
and to evaluate the resource against certain aspects of quality.  

Becoming Proficient at Resource Evaluation 

OER Commons also offers training modules (OER Academy Series) to provide training on how to use 
its OER Evaluation Tools: 
¶ OER Academy: OER Quality Evaluation aƻŘǳƭŜ м ΨǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

of OER quality evaluation. We have designed these modules to first spark the learner's 
interest in the topics covered and then dig deeper into the content through presentations, 
storytelling, and demonstrations of the tools. We will offer opportunities for learners to 
practice exploring the resources and tools, and reflect on how they might use them in their 
ǿƻǊƪΦΩ 

¶ OER Evaluation Tools aƻŘǳƭŜ н Ψprovides participants with an introduction to OER 
evalǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƭǎΦΩ 

¶ Another toolkit available is UKOER Synthesis and Evaluation (JISC HE Academy). The toolkit is 
made up of three elements: 
-  Information and resources to support your evaluation activities; 

http://achieve.org/files/AchieveOERRubrics.pdf
https://achieve.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/1506-oer-evaluation-tool/view
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/20867-oer-academy-oer-quality-evaluation
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/16402-oer-evaluation-tools
http://bit.ly/EvaluationToolkit
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-  An interactive tool to guide you through the Evaluation and Synthesis framework, 
providing an opportunity to submit findings, observations and links to evidence, feeding 
this back to you for inclusion in your project reporting mechanisms; 

-  Examples of evaluation materials, instruments and reports from other UKOER projects. 

Quality Guidelines 

Useful guiding resources on quality standards include: 
¶ Quality Principles for Digital Learning Resources (BECTA, n.d.) 
¶ Quality Assurance Guidelines for OER - TIPS Framework v2 (CEMCA, 2015) 
¶ Adapting Quality Assurance to Innovative Programs ό¦Ǿŀƭƛŏ-¢ǊǳƳōƛŏΣ {. & Daniel, J., 2016) 
¶ Course Design Rubric Standards (Quality Matters, 2014) 

Some resources on developing good quality resources: 

¶ Five best practices for creating quality learning materials (Digital Book World, 2016) 
¶ Developing Curriculum and Learning Resources Teacher Development Programme (TDP, 

2015) 
¶ How can we ensure good quality learning? Course Design and Materials Development Guide 

(Saide, 2013) 

¶  

 
 
 
(i) How do the elements in the various quality evaluation toolkits relate to quality assurance 

practices at your institution? 
 

 
  

http://39lu337z51l1zjr1i1ntpio4.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/quality_principles.pdf
http://hdl.handle.net/11599/562
http://oasis.col.org/handle/11599/2638
https://www.qualitymatters.org/qa-resources/rubric-standards/higher-ed-rubric
http://www.digitalbookworld.com/2016/5-best-practices-for-creating-quality-learning-materials/
http://www.oerafrica.org/system/files/12033/developing-curriculum-and-learning-resources.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=12033
http://www.saide.org.za/35-how-can-we-ensure-good-quality-learning-quality-assurance
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5] Distribution and Re-licensing 
The video below provides some tips on choosing a Creative Commons Licence using the Creative 
Commons Licence Generator. 
 

 
Choosing a Creative Commons License (6.05 min) 

 

Assume you have a resource you want to release with an open licence. How do you go about doing 
this?  

Go to https://creativecommons.org/choose/ 

1. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴŎŜ FeaturesΩ, answer these two questions by selecting the 
appropriate radio button: 
a. Allow adaptations of your work to be shared? 
b. Allow commercial uses of your work? 

https://youtu.be/MjNQ7LRP55k
https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjNQ7LRP55k&feature=youtu.be
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2. ¸ƻǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ Ψ{ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜΩΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
rights that is considered open, ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ CǊŜŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜΩ, 
however, if your selection of rights is restrictive, ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ CǊŜŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜΦΩ 

3. For others to attribute their use of your work, you need to fill in the next paneƭΣ ΨIŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ȅƻǳΗΩ Click on the blue hyperlink and six fields are revealed.  
a) ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƛǘƭŜΩ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ 
b) The second field, Ψ!ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ²ƻǊƪ ǘƻ bŀƳŜΩ, asks you to identify the copyright holder, 

either an individual or an organization. 
c) IƴǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ¦w[ ƻǊ ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ in the third field. 
d) {ƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ, then insert their URL in the fourth field so that 

it can link back to the original resource. 
e) Select the resources type in the fifth field. 
f) Finally, say whether the licence will be inserted on either an HTML page or on something 

not connected e.g. a printed document. 
4. Now you can select which size licence plate you would like, either normal or compact. 
5. The final step is to copy the code and paste it into the resource itself. If your resource exists 

on the web, then the licence is interactive with hyperlinks. 
 
 

 
 

 
(i) Does your institution have a default CC licence? If so, make sure that you know how to 

accommodate licences of the various OERs that you may reuse in a new resource 
intended for publishing. 
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6] Who uses Creative Commons licensing? 
You may have already discovered websites that provide access to resources, some of which are 
open, but you want a way to filter out the proprietary resources and leave only those resources that 
are free-to-use OER.  

Some sites, like WikipediaΣ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΩǎ 
case, all text is licensed under a CC BY SA licence. Open ClipArt offers everything under a CC Zero 
licence, which is basically Public Domain and allows users to take and use the artwork as they need. 

Many resource-sharing websites provide the opportunity to filter search results according to various 
CC licences, such as Flickr (photographs), YouTube (video) and SlideShare (presentations) and Google 
Advanced Search (web resources both text and images). 

The following video provides some guidance about how these filters work. Be aware that, on sites 
such as these, you need to check the licence conditions to reuse the resource, even though the 
resource may appear to be freely available. 

 

Using Creative Commons Filters on Popular Platforms (5.56 min) 

  

https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://openclipart.org/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.slideshare.net/
https://www.google.com/advanced_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_search
https://youtu.be/jlqKmvDZtTI
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(i) Can you decipher the terminology these filters often use? For example, which Creative 

Commons licences are assumed under the following descriptions drawn from Google 
Advanced Search usage rights filter? 
-  Free to use or share 
-  Free to use or share, even commercially 
-  Free to use, share or modify 
-  Free to use, share or modify even commercially 
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A] African Contexts 
The OER World Map provides a picture of the extent and activity of the global OER movement. 
Information is collected on people, organizations, services, projects, and events related to OER.  

 

Image source: https://oerworldmap.org/ 

While OER activity on the African continent appears sparse in comparison to some other continents, 
there is growing uptake of OER in Africa. Global projects that include African countries bring 
together existing expertise and interested parties who see the benefits of working with OER in 
Africa. OER Africa is in a unique position to support these efforts within the African environment.  

https://oerworldmap.org/
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Ψh9w ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ  (11.44 min) 

Recent and ongoing sub-Saharan Africa OER projects and organizations include: 

¶ {ŀƛŘŜΩǎ OER Africa initiative ς supporting higher education institutions across Africa in the 
development and use of OER to enhance teaching and learning; particular areas of focus 
include the Health OER network, Teacher Education and Agricultural Education 

¶ African Storybook project ς open access to picture storybooks in the languages of Africa 
¶ ROER4D project ς ŀ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ǎƻǳǘƘΩ h9w ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ Southern, 

East and West Africa 
¶ OER4Schools ς interactive teaching with and without ICT in sub-Saharan Africa 
¶ Siyavula ς science and mathematics textbooks for the South African curriculum 
¶ TESSA ς Teacher Educators in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Some examples of Sub-Saharan African Universities embracing OER: 

¶ Africa Nazarene University (ANU) ς Kenya 
¶ African Virtual University (AVU) ς Kenya 
¶ Cape Peninsula University of Technology ς South Africa 
¶ Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) ς Ghana 
¶ National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) ς Nigeria 
¶ Open University of Tanzania (OUT) ς Tanzania 
¶ University of Cape Town (UCT) ς South Africa 
¶ University of the Free State (UFS) ς South Africa 
¶ University of Pretoria, Veterinary Sciences Faculty ς South Africa 
¶ University of South Africa (UNISA) ς South Africa 
¶ University of the Western Cape, School of Public Health (UWC) ς South Africa 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4OBclZjSxU
http://www.oerafrica.org/
http://africanstorybook.org/
http://roer4d.org/
http://oer.educ.cam.ac.uk/wiki/OER4Schools
http://www.siyavulaeducation.com/
http://www.tessafrica.net/
http://www.anu.ac.ke/
http://www.avu.org/avuweb/en/
http://digitalknowledge.cput.ac.za/handle/11189/3679
http://websys.knust.edu.gh/oer/pages/
http://nouedu.net/courseware
http://www.out.ac.za/
https://open.uct.ac.za/
http://oerafrica.org/our-networks/university-free-state-%E2%80%93-ufs-south-africa
http://www.afrivip.org/
http://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Unisa-Open
http://www.uwcsoph.co.za/index.php/resources/open-education-resources
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(i) If you are from a non-African institution, what topic or theme linked to Africa would be of 

interest to you, your colleagues, and/or your students? 
(ii) If you are from an African institution, can you think of a topic/subject/course that has a 

distinctively African perspective and would be of interest to a global audience?  
(iii) Does it contain unique materials that could be shared under an open licence? 
(iv) What would need to happen to do this? 
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B] OER Growth 
There has been an explosion of OER in recent years. One way to gauge growth is to keep an eye on 
the number of Creative Commons licences that are being issued. According to the Creative 
Commons website, there were 1.4 billion resources at the end of 2017. 

 

 

Access their website for the latest figures at https://stateof.creativecommons.org/. 

The latest State of the Commons report does not give statistics by region as was done previously, 
but, in the 2015 report, Africa trailed significantly behind the rest of the world and it is unlikely that 
this has changed much.  

https://stateof.creativecommons.org/
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In the 2016 report, a few quality African open initiatives were highlighted, ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ŀƛŘŜΩǎ African 
Storybook Initiative.  

 

 
 

 
(i) Are there any potential authors at your institution who would consider releasing 

teaching materials with a Creative Commons Licence?  
(ii) Is there a way your institution might share some its more generic courses, or perhaps 

even a signature course to garner exposure for the quality work being developed at 
the institution? 

 
 

  

http://africanstorybook.org/
http://africanstorybook.org/
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C] OER in the Context of Openness 
It can be argued that OER is a subset of a wider concept, open learning. If used correctly, OER can 
make a significant contribution to advancing the principles of open learning (although many people 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ h9w ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ h9w ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ΨƻǇŜƴ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎύΦ Open learning is an approach to all education that enables as many 
people as possible to take advantage of affordable and meaningful educational opportunities 
throughout their lives through: sharing expertise, knowledge, and resources; reducing barriers and 
increasing access; and acknowledging diversity of context.  

¢ƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ h9wΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎΩ, watch this video. 

 

Why Open Education Matters (2.49 min) 

Key open learning principles include: 
¶ Learners are provided with opportunities and capacity for lifelong learning. 
¶ Learning processes centre on the learners and the contexts of learning, build on their 

experience and encourage active engagement leading to independent and critical thinking. 
¶ Learning provision is flexible, allowing learners to increasingly determine where, when, what 

and how they learn, as well as the pace at which they will learn. 
¶ Prior learning and experience is recognized wherever possible; arrangements for credit 

transfer and articulation between qualifications facilitate further learning. 
¶ Providers create the conditions for a fair chance of learner success through learner support, 

contextually appropriate resources and sound pedagogical practices. 

These principles should be applied to develop meaningful educational opportunities, regardless of 
the 'mode of delivery' used. Sometimes learners do not enjoy proximity to conventional learning 
centres, or if they do have access to classes and courses near to the place whether they live, they 
may be working, or have family responsibilities which render them unable to attend fixed face-to-
face classes at a centralised venue. Or, they may simply prefer to study in their own environment, at 
their own pace. To provide access for these learners, education programmes should be designed 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/cHQp33rbg5k
https://www.youtube.com/embed/cHQp33rbg5k

