Topic 4 Article: Truth
Definition of Truth
Introduction
Man by nature seeks the truth. When someone listens or is told something by someone, one may ask, is it true? What makes me believe that as true? Is the person credible enough? Is what this person tells me complete and unbiased? All these questions point to the nature and properties of truth- the topic of this chapter.

Many programs teach thinking as a set of isolated skills. The skill-oriented programs often assume that students will draw upon these skills to improve the way they think through a problem. This perception is wrong; thinking is an integrative process that happens when one is confronted with a real problem. Love of thinking is an ability to reflect on one’s thinking and be open to new ideas, an interest in contributing one’s thinking to help others and to improve society, and the courage to think through the most difficult and complex problem (Costa, 2001, p. 11).

In order to encourage an integrated approach to thinking and perceiving the truth,  a  number of situational factors need to be developed: a safe environment; encouraging and following participants thinking; encouraging collaborative thinking; teaching the questions rather than the answers (this encourages an inquisitive mind); teaching about inter- connectedness (how each part fits into the miniature and wider system); encouraging people to think within and outside multiple perspectives; building on sensibilities; setting standards and working from a positive vision of the future (pessimism discourages deep thinking); providing opportunities for thinking before acting.
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Truth is something  principally  attributed  to judgments of our understanding. Truth  belongs  to those acts of the intelligence which conform to reality and express it  faithfully(Alvira, Clavell, & Melendo, 1982,  p. 151). In the realistic conception of truth  it is always necessary   to acknowledge some distinction between these two  elements:  thought  and  reality,  subject and object, intelligence and intelligibility, which in  the  act  of  knowledge  must  unite  with one another, add on to one another, and conform to one another in the most perfect way  possible.
Truth is the agreement of the mind with reality, with the beginning point being reality.

By applying relations to the notion of truth, it can be concluded that there will be logical or real truth whenever there is conformity with the verifying principle of measure.

Types of truth
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Truth understood as the knowledge of the conformity between knower and known is achieved only in judgment. For instance I know what a dog is. The knower is 'I' and the known is 'the dog'.

Logical truth is what the mind knows. If what the mind knows conforms to reality then it is logical truth. This truth is part of the subject-subjective truth.
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Another truth, which is the truth of being, also called ontological truth, is the conformity of beings to some intelligence. This truth is independent of the person perceiving it. Something exists independent from my perception.

It is important to state that this type of truth does not depend on the fact that they be known and conform to the mind of the creator. Mahatma Gandhi (Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi) in the year 1940 was still alive. If we dispute this truth and in reality he existed, whether or not our mind agrees with it, does not change the truth- the fact that he existed from 1869- 1940. The being who truly and fully knows about the existence of a certain subject is the creator of that being. The knowledge of this being is perfect. The person, who knows the truth about the Mona Lisa, is none other than the painter- Leonardo da Vinci. The basis and measure of truth is their being or actuality. Is it possible to think about a square circle?
The creator of a being knows the being perfectly.
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1. Knowable by man: Man can know the truth objectively. Science studies the nature of things, its principles with the aim of having an in-depth understanding of an object. The substance of a thing, as long as it has not been transformed is understood as that particular thing. Alfred Kitawi, as long as he exists is known as Alfred Kitawi. When another person sees him, he identifies him as Alfred Kitawi, despite accidental changes of loss of hair, pot-belly or aged skin, which are accidental. Take note: if the substance changes, there is a transformation, and that thing stops becoming something to another different thing. For instance, when a paper is burnt, it is no longer a paper, but ash (another thing).
2. One: The theory of double truth does not exist. Something is, or is not. A man cannot be a toad and a human being at the same time.
3. Indivisible: It means it cannot be divided. This does not refer to degree of knowledge (more-or-less) but to that which the judgment objectively expresses, e.g. this man is not many men in one man, but one man, this one.
4. Unchangeable: Necessary truths are always true, since they refer to a non-changing
reality, or to some immutable aspect of a mutable thing e.g. Man is free. It does not depend on gender, colour, race or other accidental perfections. A person, by the very fact of being a living person is free. This also means that it is not historical. A necessary truth does not become, or cannot transform itself into error with the passage of time.
5. Absolute: In the sense that it is not relative to man or to the situations. The apparently
contradictory judgments on some sensible data seem to be relative to the point of view of observation or measurement. When I look at a paper, I see one side of it, but this does not exclude the other side including the edges. If a person therefore looks at a particular paper, and the paper is ruled on one side, and the other side is blank,  one can say that the paper has both a ruled and non-ruled side. A person who sees one aspect adopts a certain point of view. Nevertheless, they all agree on one thing, its nature, that it is a paper.
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Summary of the process of abstraction
1. The external senses perceive. When I look at a particular bowl of steamed Rice, the eyes perceive the colour- which may be white, the nose  perceives  the  odour,  the  hands the texture of the Rice and the tongue the taste. The only external sense which may not be used is the ear, since the Rice itself does not emit any auditory signal.
2. The common sense (internal sense I) unifies the proper sensible. The common sense
unifies the colour with the taste with the texture and the taste.
3. The image is stored in the memory (internal sense II) and the role of the imagination (internal sense) comes into play. The image of the Rice is formed; I now know that rice may be white in colour with a particular taste and texture. I might decide to put some additives into the rice which may change the proper sensible. The imagination starts 'playing' around with the image of rice formed. Note: At this stage the Rice is not known as Rice but is still an image. The concept Rice is only formed in the latter stages.
4. The agent intellect takes this stored images and it is made intelligible (able to be
grasped). A concept, the mental word is formed- This is Rice.
5. The mind understands certain aspects of the thing in reality. An example is this Rice has been served in a white plate and the Rice was bought by Alice.
6. The mind can form judgments for instance, Rice was bought in Nairobi. Nairobi is in Kenya and therefore I can buy Rice in Kenya.

All animals enjoy a particular internal sense that baffles many, and this is the internal sense of intuition or sixth sense. Philosophical Anthropology will elaborate more on the process of reasoning and this sixth sense (cogitative/estimative sense). The human intellect is of itself directed towards the truth, since it is capable of knowing things as beings, which animals cannot do. The conformity of the intellect with being, is however, ultimately based on the act of being both of the intellect and things. This is not a simple conformity between similar things which are on the same level, but the conformity between what is superior (the act of being) and what is inferior (intellect). When the intellect is true, it does not physically become the thing known e.g. if I know a computer, my mind does not become a computer. It only conforms to it operationally (accidentally) by participating in its act of being in a certain way, called “intentional.” This stems from the act of being of the things known and from the act of being of the intellect.
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